Regeneration of jejunal mucosa during recovery from malnutrition and pancreatic insufficiency.
A patient with a history of alcohol abuse, who presented with severe malnutrition, was subjected to serial jejunal biopsies during his hospitalization. The improvement in villous size and absorptive cell ultrastructure paralleled his clinical recovery. It is concluded that the caloric and trophic benefits of food, the pancreatic and vitamin replacement therapy and withdrawal of alcohol, all played an integral part in the regeneration of the jujunal mucosa.